Open Space Committee Meeting Minutes

June 3, 2011, 6:00 pm, Hidden Springs Clubhouse

Present:  Aimee Noonan, Colten Tippetts, Frank McCormick, Carolyn McCormick, Gary Smith, Jim Cornwell, Phil Schoensee, Jeff Mullens (Ian), Michael Doran, Joe Jordan, Cindy Jordan, Frank (Samantha) Benzing, Heidi Patterson    

Town Managers report (Tippetts):
· Approval for removal of the silt fences was received from the county and the HS crew has removed all but the fences in Currant Creek.  They will be removed as time allows.

· Unused PVC that was used for irrigation for tree and shrub establishment on the land slide area has been removed.

· The maintenance crew has been clearing vegetation along trails and sidewalks that border open space by mowing.

· Control of the invasive weed whitetop has been the priority for noxious weed control.  There are patches yet to be treated and ask that anyone that observes untreated stands contact the HSTA office.

· The rodent control will be suspended for the summer season with so many people being in the open space areas for the summer months.  Control efforts will resume in the fall.

Great Outdoors of Hidden Springs Event:

· Suggestions for improving the open space event for next year need to provide those suggestions to Colten or Tracy Melbihess.  Over all, the event was a great success in spite of some inclement weather in the evening.  

Open Space encroachments:

· Encroachments into open space land are a continuing problem with most infractions being the dumping of lawn clippings and refuse.  Other infractions include building steps, sitting areas, bicycle jumps, plantings/planter beds, renegade trails, etc.

· Enforcement authority is limited to CC&R infractions which requires a lot of time for the Town Manager to write-up and present to the out-of-compliance party according to CC&R procedures. 

· This is an opportunity for the OSC to develop an educational program for the residents so they understand that encroachment is not allowed and to let them know what the open space should look like when properly managed.  It should also include the natural service that open space provides and the realities of our open space commons.  Jim, Gary and Aimee will put together educational materials that can be handed out as well as posted on the HSTA web site.

Trail Development and Management Plan:
· A long term trail management plan for Hidden Springs was recognized.  The plan needs to identify existing trails and the condition of the trails, plan for the development of future trails and maintenance requirements with priorities set for annual trail development and maintenance for the next 5 years.

· Tim Breuer should be the lead in this effort.

· Frank McCormick and Jeff Mullins will co-chair a sub-committee to work with Tim and provide guidance on the needs of the Hidden Springs community.

· Comments and changes in the plan need to be completed prior to October 1 so any budgetary needs can be presented to the Town Council prior to their budget development in October.
Vegetation Management Plan:

· Jim will get together with Richard Gregg this summer to complete documentation of vegetation management treatments that are showing great success in open space areas.

Firewise:

· Jennifer Swan was present at the open space event with a lot of educational materials.  She indicated she is willing to work with us on any education effort to promote Firewise.
· Hidden Springs is current on activities to maintain our Firewise status.
The next regular meeting of the Open Space Committee is Tuesday, July 5, 6:00 pm. at the clubhouse.  

Respectfully Submitted - Gary Smith, Jim Cornwell, Co-Chairmen Open Space Committee

